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Farewell Fr Chris

We said farewell to Fr Chris after the
service at Christ Church on Sunday 22
November, the Feast of Christ the King.
He has been with us in the Parish since
2013 and we have appreciated his minis-
try which he has fitted in around his
regular week-day job.
He and Kathy will not be lost to us
altogether as they have just taken pos-
session of their brand new home in
Strathalbyn.
As you can imagine there will probably
be many occasions when they will need
to visit a hardware store over the coming
months and this has been made easier
with our gift of a mini toolbox filled
with gift cards waiting to be used.

Saint Francis’ Day

On Sunday 4 October we celebrated St
Francis’ Day and World Animal Day
with an outdoor Eucharist at Christ
Church, Strathalbyn at which special
prayers were offered for our fellow crea-
tures.

The celebrant was Fr Adrian Stephens
and the preacher was Marg Holt who is
a member of the Third Order of the
Society of St Francis.

Most of the extra members of the con-
gregation were dogs of various kinds but
there was also a bird and a snake togeth-
er with an avian chorus in the trees
around us.

Strathalbyn
Churches’ Bookshop

The Strathalbyn Churches' Bookshop is
a popular place. You can find there a
wide selection of gifts for many occa-
sions, including books for children and
adults,CDs, and second-hand books.

At the moment there is a good selection
of Christmas cards, Why not pop in and
have a browse around. You could go
home with the ideal solution to your
Christmas gift list.

The Future of
Our Parish

With the conclusion of Fr Chris Talbot’s
ministry in the Parish as locum tenens
we have been given the opportunity of
developing a new model of ministry
here which utilises the talents of lay
people and retired clergy who are mem-
bers of the parish.

If this is to be  a significant response to
Jesus’ call to be his disciples and to
proclaim the good news of the Gospel
we will need the involvement of every
member of every congregation in the
Parish.

To help this process we will need to
recognize the importance of communi-
cating with one another. There really
should be nothing in the life of the par-
ish which has to be kept secret.

After all, we are all members of the
Body of Christ in this part of the world,
we can all be led by the Spirit if we are
listening to what he says.

For those who are up with modern tech-
nology you are invited to use our Parish
website and Facebook page.

We also need to make good use of our
Sunday Pewsheet and this Newsletter.

But above all we must talk to one anoth-
er, even if it is old technology! Discuss
your concerns over a cuppa after church
and share your insights with others.
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Celebrating Christmas

Fourth Sunday in Advent
Sunday 20 December
7.00 pm Lessons and Carols
 St Mary’s, Milang

Christmas Eve
Thursday 24 December
4.00 pm Children’s Crib Service
 Christ Church, Strathalbyn
7.00 pm Christmas Eucharist
 St George’s, Meadows
7.30 pm Christmas Eucharist
 St Mary’s, Milang

11.30 pm Christmas Eucharist
 Christ Church, Strathalbyn

Christmas Day
Friday 25 December
8.15 am Christmas Eucharist
 St John's, Langhorne Creek
9.30 am Christmas Eucharist
 Christ Church, Strathalbyn

Sunday After Christmas
Sunday 27 December
8.15 am Eucharist
 St John's, Langhorne Creek
10.00 am Eucharist
 Christ Church, Strathalbyn

Pastoral Care at EFS

We at Christ Church were delighted to
welcome Kaye Gale to our service on
the Sunday 8 November. She was able
to tell us about her ministry as a Pasto-
ral Care Worker at the R – 6 Campus of
the Eastern Fleurieu School in Strathal-
byn.
Although she is only at the school for
two days each week she is able to pro-
vide valuable support for students and
their families as well as staff members.
It was also good to hear that she is
helped by a number of members of our
congregation.

50 Years Recognised

This year Beryl Merrick has been a
member of Mothers’ Union for fifty
years and she was presented with a
Certificate and fifty year badge by Di-
ocesan President Eileen Smith during
the MU service in Christ Church in
October.

Baptism at
Christ Church

The usual morning congregation at the
Holy Communion Service at Christ
Church also welcomed through Baptism
seven month old Seth James from Lang-
horne Creek as “a member of Christ, the
child of God and an inheritor of the
Kingdom of Heaven.”

Father David Smith and the congrega-
tion welcomed Seth’s Mum and Dad,
Kristy and Damien with his little sister
Maisy. God-Parents were Amy and
Christopher Nelson, and Lochlan Milne.

Representatives of the Mother’s Union,
President Eileen Smith and Jeanne Mer-
chant presented the newly baptized Seth
and his four year old sister, with knitted
figures as keepsakes as well as certifi-
cates for the parents and God-Parents,
together with a Baptismal candle.

At the end of the Service, refreshments
were served in the Hall and many reun-
ions were recalled and discussed.

Parish Eucharist

We began the new Christian Year on
Advent Sunday, 29 November with a
Parish Eucharist at St George’s, Mead-
ows, as it was a fifth Sunday. Although
many folk were not able to be present it
was a great day which concluded with a
shared lunch in the lovely Community
Hall at Prospect Hill.


